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WET AGE-RELATED MACULAR DEGENERATION (AMD) FACT SHEET

ABOUT WET AMD

Age-related macular degeneration (AMD)
is a condition that impacts the macula -
the part of the eye that provides sharp,
central vision. Wet, or neovascular, AMD
is an advanced form of the condition
that can cause rapid and severe vision
loss.” Wet AMD involves the uncontrolled
growth of new blood vessels in the back
of the eye, resulting in leakage of fluid
into the macula’

HOW WET AMD AFFECTS THE EYE®

Damage from wet AMD can lead to rapid and
severe vision loss. As abnormal blood vessels form
under the retina, the blood vessels leak blood or
fluid in the macula, causing swelling or damage.
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DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT

IMPACT AND PREVALENCE OF WET AMD

Approximately 1.1 million people in the U.S. have wet
AMD.3 An estimated 200,000 new cases of wet AMD
are diagnosed each year in the U.S.#

Wet AMD may impact the ability to:

See or recognize faces

Read and write
Drive
Watch TV

For about 90% of people with wet AMD, their condition
will advance to legal blindness.®* When left untreated, it
is a leading cause of blindness for people aged 60 and

over in the United States.®

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS'

Sudden blurred vision
Blind spots that
develop in the middle
of the field of vision
Difficulty
distinguishing colors

RISK FACTORS'

Age

Obesity

Genetics

Gender - women are
at higher risk

Distortion causing
edges or lines to
appear wavy

Trouble seeing in dim
light

Race - wet AMD is
more common among
Caucasians

Smoking

Getting an annual dilated eye exam is the best
way to detect any changes in vision or in the eye.

There are multiple treatment options for people diagnosed with wet
AMD. Patients should talk to their eye doctor to learn more.
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